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Geelong Botanic Gardens

Heritage Trees: Self Guided walk

Geelong Botanic Gardens and Eastern Park hold an impressive collection of heritage
trees, many of which are on the National Trust (NT Victoria) Significant Tree Register.
All of the NT trees are marked on the map.

This walk will take you to some of these remarkable trees. Begin at the front gate.

1. Walking on the left path past the Bottle Trees and looking over the fence, you will
observe a very tall and slender Grass Tree (Xanthorrheoa malacophylla) which is
well supported. It is believed to be a natural hybrid and well over 200 years old. It
grows naturally on the inland slopes of the Great Dividing Range from Sydney to
Brisbane and was first moved to Eastern Park between 1870 and 1890. In 2001, it
was moved again, to its current location.

2. On the fence-line is a Blue Box (Eucalyptus baueriana) which was planted by
the second Curator, John Raddenberry, in the 1870s. Remnant populations can still
be found around Lerderderg Gorge.

3. Across the gravel basin is a Bunya Bunya (Araucaria bidwillii) from Southern
Queensland. You will see more huge Bunyas in the older part of the gardens near
the Camellias and Rhododendrons. The ancient Araucaria family of conifers is now
extinct in the northern hemisphere.

4. The Dragon's Blood Tree (Dracaena draco) is a member of the Asparagus
family, and an endangered species from the Canary Islands. Stories abound about
the reddish sap, the 'blood of dragons'. Props are needed to support this tree, which
was transplanted into gardens from Eastern Park in 2002.

5. Walk through the wrought iron gates, past the silver beds, down the steps
between the rose beds, then on to the lawn to your left. The Variegated Elm (Ulmus
minor "Variegata") survives from an avenue planted to celebrate Queen Victoria's
Diamond Jubilee in 1897.

6. Here there are several other tall trees, in particular the Spotted Gum (Corymbia
maculata) and the Queensland Kauri (Agathis robusta) - both heritage-listed.
Spotted Gums grow naturally along the south eastern coast of New South Wales.

7. Behind the Spotted Gum is the Brown Pine (Podocarpus elatus) whose fruits
were valued by indigenous Australians.

8. Take the winding path towards the fence. Here is a very old tree called the
Canary Island Laurel (Picconia excelsa). This tree probably came as seed brought
here by an enterprising sea captain keen to trade with botanists and horticulturalists.

9. Turn round and look up to see the biggest tree in the Geelong Botanic Gardens.
This is the Giant Redwood (Sequoiadendron giganteum). Known to live up to
3,500 years in its native Sierra Nevada Mountains of California, this specimen was
planted in 1873 by Sir George Bowen, Governor of Victoria. These trees are
endangered because they need regular cool fires to remove the leaf litter so
seedlings can grow, but the forest has been protected from fire since the indigenous
people stopped regular controlled burning.
10. Follow the path east to the Soap Bark Tree (Quillaja saponaria), an evergreen
tree from Chile and Peru. As the name implies, the bark produces a soapy lather
with medicinal properties. It is believed that this particular tree is the largest
specimen in Victoria.

This information was prepared by Volunteer Guides, Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens.
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11. Close by is the Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica f. purpurea). This tree is native to Europe
where it forms extensive forests, growing to a height of 25 metres. With its broad, rounded 11
canopy and light purple leaves, this tree is about 150 years old and is the largest known )
specimen in Victoria.

12. The Chilean Wine Palm (Jubaea chilensis) was planted in 1869. Edible sweet palm
honey and an alcoholic beverage can be made from this unusual tree, but only when the tree is
felled. Previous felling to gather sap has killed so many of the trees that it is now endangered.

13. Take the path into the shady area where spectacular bell-shaped pink flowers fall on the
ground during summer. The Queensland Lacebark (Brachychiton discolor) is reputed to be
the largest known example in cultivation in Victoria.

12.

14. Continue eastward to a grassy area with crane sculptures nearby. The Maidenhair Tree
(Ginkgo biloba) was planted in 1859, the first in Australia. It has striking aerial growths, called
Chi Chis, which are expected to eventually reach the ground.

This Chinese tree is symbolic of longevity, and has many medicinal
by-products. Originating more than 270 million years ago, fossils

of related species, show that, 20 million years ago, a Ginkgo

grew in Tasmania. Then, they died out in most parts of the 14.
world due to Climate Changes.
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Trees on this walk . 10 Soap Bark Tree Quillaja saponaria :Zssgsrid Pink Flame Tree Brachychiton x
1 Grass Tree Xanthorrheoa 11 Copper Beech Fagus sylvatica f.
malacophylia purpurea l ,2?0?:5 mSaffron Wood Elaeodendron
2 Blue Box Eucalyptus b ! 12 Chil Wine Palm Jub
te Box Eucalypius .aue.r/allvei chi/en.lsﬁsan ine aim Jubaea 19 Karaka or New Zealand Laurel

13 Queensland Lacebark
Brachychiton discolor

14 Maidenhair Tree Ginkgo biloba

4 Dragon's Blood Tree Draceana draco 20 Parry Pinon Pinus quadrifolia

5 Variegated ElIm Ulmus minor
"Variegata"

6a Spotted Gum Corymbia maculata

21 Black Walnut Juglans nigra

22 Spanish Juniper Juniperus thurifera
Other National Trust trees - 23 Plum Fir Prumnopitys andina

15 Variegated Sycamore Acer 24 Gun-stock Wood Scolopia braunii
pseudoplatanus “Leopoldii” 25 Wigandia Wigandia urens

6b Queensland Kauri Agathis robusta
7 Brown Pine Podocarpus elatus

8 Canary Island Laurel Picconia excelsa 16 Swan River Cypress Pine

9 Giant Redwood Sequoiadendron Actinostrobus pyramidalis
giganteum 2



