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PERENNIAL BORDER GROUP 

In the late 1980’s Geelong Botanic Gardens and Friends together took over the 
two narrow garden beds on both sides of the central pathway near the Hitchcock 
Fountain, to establish a Perennial Border. 

By the mid 1990’s, there was a band of regular and enthusiastic Friends 
volunteering; planning, buying plants and maintaining the Border with minimal 
help from the Gardens staff. The Borders were widened or enlarged in 2001 and 
2014. This allowed a greater variation in the height of plants selected. 

Today you will find the Perennial Border is planted with a wide variety of plants. 
Most are traditional perennials while some are shrubs which add structure and 
are more permanent to give the display year-round appeal. Plants are selected 
for their colour, shape, texture, form and hardiness. Plant selection is ongoing 
as it is important to showcase plants which can be grown in the Geelong region 
with relative ease. Drought hardiness is an important factor, however we find 
that the irrigation system in the Gardens encourages lush growth which may not 
show the true growth habit in a drier environment. 

The Perennial team is always seeking keen volunteers to join them on 
Wednesday mornings. There are friendships to be made, weeds to manage, 
dead-heading and trimming of those plants eagerly claiming more space than 
desired. The Perennial Border plants are a valuable resource to the Friends’ 
Nursery where they are propagated and grown on for sale to the public.  

 


