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THE HERITAGE ROSE GROUP 

In 1997, the Western District branch of Heritage Roses was given the opportunity to 
redevelop the rose beds in the Geelong Botanic Gardens.  The layout was redesigned, 
creating ten beds in which approximately 300 roses were planted.  Placed in groupings, 
varieties progress through the species roses on the lower beds through to the more modern 
breeding of David Austin on the upper beds. 

The Heritage Rose group funded the purchase of all plants until 2012.  However, in the 
winter of 2013 it was decided that the first two garden beds, which are filled with R. Iceberg, 
needed rejuvenation.  We are indebted to the Friends of GBG who agreed to fund the new 
planting and have also agreed to fund any future replacements.  These beds are now looking 
fantastic.  Western District Heritage Rose Group membership has declined considerably over 
the years but we continue to maintain the rose beds, meeting regularly to ‘dead head’, feed 
and prune.  When necessary, such as during the recent heat-wave (January 2014), extra 
days are needed to ensure the beds are at their best.  Winter requires a big pruning effort. 
All members of the Heritage Rose Group are also members of the FGBG, this assists with the 
supply of new plant material and provides the necessary support for a volunteer group 
working in the Geelong Botanic Gardens.  It is one of life’s great pleasures being “at the 
Gardens’’, we all enjoy working as volunteers at the GBG. 

 


