Class Title: Botanical Art Masterclass: Monochrome Studies & Metallic Expressions
Class Description:

Join us for a three-day immersive botanical art experience exploring tone, texture, and creative
experimentation. In this masterclass, participants will undertake a complete botanical project,
choosing between two focus areas:

Monochrome Botanical Study — Discover the beauty and precision of working in a single
pigment. Learn to capture the structure, tonal depth, and delicate transitions of your chosen
botanical specimen using graphite, ink, or neutral watercolour tones.

Metallic Background Experimentation — Explore the expressive possibilities of the new
Schmincke bronze paints as a luxurious background medium. Learn how to integrate metallics
into your botanical compositions to create depth, light interplay, and contemporary visual
impact.

Through live demonstrations, guided practice, and individual feedback, participants will refine
their observational drawing, layering, and tonal control while expanding their artistic
techniques.

All students will complete a resolved artwork by the end of the masterclass.
Dates: Friday 16 - Sunday 18 January 2026

Schedule Overview:

Day 1 - Observation & Composition

e |ntroduction and material overview

e |ssue pre-prepared botanical sketch, corresponding image and familiarity with the class
subject

e Masking fluid, pigment planning, etc

Day 2 - Technique & Application
e Demonstrations in monochrome rendering and metallic layering
e Developing form, tone, and texture
e Guided individual work and feedback
Day 3 — Refinement & Finishing
e Detailing, tonal balance, and final layers
o Finishing touches and presentation tips

e Group reflection and critique

Skill Level: Intermediate to Advanced
Location: Large Room — Geelong Botanic Gardens.



Materials List: The materials you will be provided for the class:

Watercolour Pigments: Winsor & Newton Schminke
Ultramarine blue green shade) Cerulean blue hue
Indanthrene Blue Ultramarine finest
Phthalo Sapphire Blue
YinMn Blue

Schmincke Aqua Bronzes
Paper
e Arches 300gsm smooth hot press watercolour paper. Pre-printed with the botanical
sketch ready for masking.
e Paper towel

Please bring the following:

Brushes (suggestions)
e Sable Watercolour brushes - sizes 4 & 6
e ProArte spotters - sizes 0000, 0, 1, 3 &4 Series 107
e Escoda Perla ‘sintetico’ Round Spotter - sizes 2,4 & 6 Series 1435
o NEEF Comb - size ¥4
e Art Basics Blending Brush - size 4
e NEEF Mahogany Kazan Wash brush - Size 5/8
e DaVinci Nova Synthetic spotter - sizes 000, 00, 0, 1 Series 5575
e Escoda Versatil ‘sintetico’ - size 4 Series 1541

Masking Fluid - Windsor & Newton Masking fluid, (please note if your masking fluid is more
than 9 months old please purchase a new bottle)
Calligraphers nib - suggestion Hunt Globe 513EF (Speedball)

Palette - Watercolour palette with individual wells for paint and water
Barry Hernamans Cloverleaf Paint box (suggestion)



