
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends are proud to announce a new arrival in the Nursery; 

a wonderful greenhouse to replace the ageing igloo.  

The Nursery Growers are delighted with the bigger, more 

efficient space in which to work and it was designed with a strong 

emphasis on safety for volunteers. The polycarbonate structure 

will accommodate newly potted plants before they are put out 

for sale on the tables. It has been designed in two sections: one 

half has shade-cloth sides and the other is fully polycarbonate. 

This allows the Growers to zone plants according to needs. An 

automatic vent opening system is another innovative feature.  

Visitors will also notice that the tables in the Nursery have been 

realigned, with wider aisles to allow easier movement around 

the tables. The Nursery is now a safer and more attractive space 

for volunteers and patrons.     The project was made possible with  

 

a ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ DŜŜƭƻƴƎΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ 

Infrastructure Fund. The City provided two thirds of the cost and 

the Friends the remaining one third. The Friends sincerely thank 

the City for making this grant available and for making the 

process very easy to navigate.  

Geelong company, Sproutwell Greenhouses, constructed the 

greenhouse and worked with the Friends on the design. Many 

thanks to Clayton and his crew for the very generous terms and 

assistance they gave the Friends. Thanks also to GBG Supervisor 

Phil Mulroyan and his staff for their assistance with the internal 

fit -out of the greenhouse to complete the project. Growers 

welcome everyone to come to the Nursery to admire the new 

addition of the greenhouse and to enjoy the new layout (and 

maybe enjoy some plant purchases too!).           Allison Martland 
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The Eden Project in Cornwall has to be on the ΨōǳŎƪŜǘ ƭƛǎǘΩ for 

many gardeners, as one of those glorious examples of ultimate 

gardening. Our visit to the UK in May 2017 had to include this 

marvel. 

 
The Paddington to St Austell train (£108 pp return) arrived mid-

afternoon and a few minutes later we jumped aboard the local 

bus for the 5 km trip to Eden. As we were arriving late, we had 

pre-booked the YHA Eden Project accommodation (en-suite 

shipping container Snoozebox, £60/night, sleeps 4) and the 

associated discounted Eden entry tickets (£22.50/person, 

unlimited entries for a year). 

 

 
 

On one level the Eden Project is the modern version of a great 

botanic garden, using controlled climate enclosures to greatly 

expand the plant palette and wonderful artworks to enhance the 

visitor enjoyment. But the creators of this place aimed for much 

more - to draw visitors closer to nature and promote regard for 

ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ΨǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Project is impressive alone for the imagination, talent, drive and 

engineering that turned a 160 year old desolate clay pit into such 

a wonder. 

 
Mains water is only used for cooking and hand-washing. All the 

other water needs are met by the harvesting of stormwater. 

BIOMES 
 
The Eden site is dominated by two massive geodesic domes (no 

internal supports!) which house substantial tropical and 

Mediterranean gardens. The domes are made of tough plastic 

film on tubular steel frames (the same technology is used in 

Southern Cross Station). While geodesic-domed gardens have 

ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ψслǎ όǘƘŜ /ƭƛƳŀǘǊƻƴ ŘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ 

Botanical Gardens opened to the public in October 1960) this 

implementation is a stand-out because of its size and its siting in 

a mining crater. 

 

The tropical biome, a 55 metre high, 1.56 ha (3.9 acres) biome, 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǘǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ǊŀƛƴŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǇǘƛǾƛǘȅΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǘŜ 

colourful free-range roul-roul partridges running around in it, has 

to be a winner. The canopy look-out is a must if you are to really 

appreciate the scale of the forest from the inside (although it is a 

climb and the humidity is particularly oppressive). Bananas, 

coffee, rubber and taro were just a few of the plants highlighted 

for their importance to humans. 

 

 
 
The Mediterranean biome is 0.65ha (1.6 acres) and houses warm 

temperate and xerophytic plants. As appropriate for such 

important plants, pride of place was given to the olive, grape 

vines (and cork oak), citrus and numerous herbs. It was also 

pleasing to see the large Australian Garden with dozens of our 
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iconic plants, including many kangaroo paws, banksias, 

xanthorrhoeas, everlasting daisies and scaevolas. Succulents 

were well represented by sculptural aloes (including a tree aloe) 

and euphorbias, barrel cacti, aeoniums and kalanchoes.  

Possibly a desert biome can be created in the future. 

 

The outside gardens cover an area very much greater than that 

under the biomes and feature the cool temperate plants familiar 

to European gardeners and much more. The massed flowering 

lupins, grassland and lavender swathes, expansive flowerbeds 

and large vegetable patches were particularly eye-catching. 

 

 
 

 

ART  
Garden artworks abound in Eden. It seemed that around every 

corner there was another installation to please the eye. Notables 

included the giant bee made from recycled materials, the WEEE 

man made of 3.3 tonnes of Waste Electrical and Electronic 

Equipment, the numerous raw steel figures cavorting in the 

grapevines representing a Dionysian cult, the driftwood horses 

and the wooden goats in the Mediterranean biome and other 

giant figures throughout the gardens. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Eden Trust is a registered charity, with donations and the 

monies raised through entry fees and events such as musical 

festivals used to develop educational resources informing visitors 

about the inter-dependence of plants and people. 

For more information a good place to start is 
http://www.edenproject.com/ ŀƴŘ Ψ9ŘŜƴΥ ¢ƘŜ ²ƘƻƭŜ LƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ 
{ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŘŜƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ by Tim Smit ISBN 9781905811274 
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